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Lantana camara

Systematic Position
Division: - Phanerogams
Sub Division: - Angiosperms
Class :- Dicote

Family :- Verbenaceae
Genus :- Lantana

Species :- Lantana camera

General Characteristics :-

Appearance: It is a sprawling shrub that can grow
up to 2 meters tall. It has rough-textured leaves that

are arranged oppositely along the stems. The leaves
are typically ovate to lanceolate in shape and emit a
strong odor when crushed.

Flowers: One of the most distinctive features of lantana is its flowers, which are small and
arranged in clusters (called umbels). The flower clusters can be multi-colored, often displaying
shades of red, orange, yellow, and pink. The flowers attract butterflies, which aids in its
pollination.

Fruit: After flowering, lantana produces small, berry-like fruits that turn from green to dark
purple when mature. These fruits are poisonous to humans but are eaten by birds, which helps
in seed dispersal.

Habitat: Lantana camara thrives in a variety of habitats, including open woodlands, disturbed
areas, and along roadsides. It prefers full sun and well-drained soil but can tolerate a range of
conditions.

Plant part uses:-

Medicinal Uses: Leaves are Infusions or poultices made from the leaves have been used in
traditional medicine to treat ailments such as respiratory infections, skin conditions, and
rheumatism. However, due to its toxicity, the use of lantana for medicinal purposes is not
recommended without expert guidance.

Leaves and stems: Extracts from lantana have been found to possess insecticidal properties.
In some regions, traditional practices include using the leaves and stems to repel insects or as
a component in natural insecticides.

Dye: The dark purple berries of lantana can be used to produce a natural dye. This dye has been
traditionally used for coloring textiles and crafts.
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