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Leucaena leucocephala
Systematic Position
Division : - Phanerogams
Sub Division: - Angiosperms

Class : - Dicote

Family : - Fabaceae

Genus : - Leucaena

Species : - Leucaena leucocephala

General Characteristics :-

Appearance: It typically grows as a small tree or shrub, heights of
up to 10 meters (30 feet). The leaves are bipinnately compound,
meaning they are doubly compound with small leaflets arranged in
pairs along a central stem.

Flowers: The flowers are small, white to pale yellow, and arranged
in dense spherical heads (hence the species name "leucocephala,"

which means white head).
Fruit: The fruit is a legume pod that is linear and flattened, containing several seeds.

Growth Habit: It is known for its rapid growth rate and ability to fix nitrogen in the soil
through a symbiotic relationship.

Plants Parts Uses:-

Leaves: The leaves are high in protein and nutrients, making them valuable as supplementary
feed for cattle, goats, sheep, and other ruminants.

Edible: The seeds are edible after proper processing, although they contain toxic compounds
that need to be removed through cooking or other methods. Medicinal: In traditional medicine,
the seeds are sometimes used in herbal preparations for various purposes.

Wood: Fuel While not particularly dense, the wood of Leucaena leucocephala is used as fuel
in some regions where the plant is cultivated. Crafts and construction: The wood can also be
used for making small crafts or in construction for lightweight applications.

Roots: The roots play a role in nitrogen fixation, as they host symbiotic bacteria that can
convert atmospheric nitrogen into a form usable by the plant. This ability improves soil fertility
when the plant is used in agroforestry or as a cover crop
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